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with the army at his disposal, and with Robles to
back him up, Franco now felt secure from such
attacks. The power of words might be great, but
he knew that the power of bullets was greater.
It was not unreasonable to maintain, in 1935,
that international tension over the Italo-Abyssinian
war, focussing on the Mediterranean, made it
essential for Spain to rearm, quite irrespective of
internal politics. It became the boast of the
Ministry of War that they were building up a new
army which knew no bias. Unfortunately, maximum
efficiency demanded the reinstatement of almost
every single officer who had been ousted by the
Socialists, while for the sake of discipline " General
Franco/' according to his enthusiastic biographer,
Arraras, " organised a private information service
through which he was able to keep posted on the
work of the opposition in the barracks, and through
which he was able to make surprising discoveries
concerning the work of Russia to undermine
Spain/'
The munitions factories, where work had almost
come to a standstill, were revitalised on the same
principle. The air fleet and artillery were to be
brought up to date, and the industry of Spain
began to turn out bombs and shells for them, that
made their predecessors look like nursery toys.
Altogether it was computed that Spanish re-
armament would be complete in three years.
But Franco's great plan. sowed the seeds of its